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Literacy Lab #22: “Acoustic Testing... Dolphins” Living Environment: Comet 2011-2012

“615 dead dolphins found on Peru beaches; acoustic tests for oil to blame?”
(Lexile Level: 1260L)

Directions: Take a few minutes to read the article below either online (or on the back of this page.) Write
responses to the statements or questions below. Cut/copy/paste is not allowed — use your own words and
thoughts, based in research if needed.

Read more: http://worldnews.msnbc.msn.com/_news/2012/04/04/11016438-615-dead-dolphins-found-on-peru-beaches-acoustic-
tests-for-oil-to-blame

Fact-finding: List three facts that you learned in this article.

Vocabulary: List and define three unfamiliar words in the space below.

Implications: What are your feelings about this “discovery”? Why is this type of discovery
important/unimportant? Fully explain your answers.



615 dead dolphins found on Peru beaches; acoustic tests for oil to blame?
By Miguel Llanos, msnbc.com

Conservationists counted 615 dead dolphins along a
90-mile stretch of beaches in Peru, a wildlife group
said Wednesday, and the leading suspect is acoustic
testing offshore by oil companies.

"If you can count 615 dead dolphins, you can be sure
there are a great many more out at sea and the total
will reach into the thousands,” Hardy Jones, head of
the conservation group BlueVoice.org, said in a
statement after he and an expert with ORCA Peru
walked the beaches.

Indeed, the head of a local fishermen's association told Peru21.pe that he estimated more than 3,000
dolphins had died so far this year, based on what he saw in the water and on beaches.

BlueVoice.org stated that "initial tests ... show evidence of acoustical impact from sonic blasts used in
exploration for oil."

The ORCA Peru expert, veterinarian Carlos Yaipen Llanos, said that while "we have no definitive
evidence," he suspects acoustic testing created a "marine bubble" -- in essence a sonic blast that led to
internal bleeding, loss of equilibrium and disorientation.

Another possibility is that the dolphins suffered from a disease outbreak, Yaipen Llanos said. Carlos
Yaipen Llanos of ORCA Peru examines a dead dolphin on Feb. 11 in Lambayeque, Peru.

"It is a horrifying thought that these dolphins would die in agony over a prolonged period if they were
impacted by sonic blast," said Jones.

Numerous dolphins first started washing ashore in January, with the largest amount coming in early
February. Thousands of dead anchovies were also seen.

BlueVoice.org noted that the U.S. has suspended similar testing in the Gulf of Mexico due to recent
sightings of dead and sick dolphins. The ban was set to last through the dolphins' calving season, which
ends in May.

Read more: http://worldnews.msnbc.msn.com/_news/2012/04/04/11016438-615-dead-dolphins-found-on-peru-beaches-acoustic-
tests-for-oil-to-blame



