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	Vocabulary
	Define the following words that were included in today’s lesson:

Invasive species-
Native species-


	Writing for Credit

	Give examples of several invasive species here in New York and define how they threaten the ecosystem that is native to this area.


	Connections to  Learning
	What prior knowledge made today’s lesson more meaningful?  What did you know already? (“Free write” in this area.)



	Summary
	Summarize today’s lesson:  What occurred?  What did you learn?



	Practice
	What do you still need to study/practice/reinforce? (You MUST write something here.)




Practice and Application Questions
	1.  _____

	1.   In 1960, an invasive species of fish was introduced into the stable ecosystem of a river. Since then, the population of a native fish species has declined. This situation is an example of an

     1.  ecosystem that has recovered

     2.   ecosystem altered through the activities of an organism

     3.   environmental impact caused by physical factors

     4.   ecological niche without competition

	
	Base your answers to questions 2 through 4 on the passage below and on your knowledge of biology.
Overstaying Their Welcome: Cane Toads in Australia

“Everyone in Australia is in agreement that the cane toads have got to go. The problem is getting rid of them. Cane toads, properly known as Bufo marinus, are the most notorious of what are called invasive species in Australia and beyond. But unlike other species of the same classification, cane toads were intentionally introduced into Australia.  The country simply got much more and much worse than it bargained for. Before 1935, Australia did not have any toad species of its own. What the country did have, however, was a major beetle problem. Two species of beetles in particular, French’s Cane Beetle and the Greyback Cane Beetle, were in the process of decimating [destroying] the northeastern state of Queenland’s sugar cane crops. The beetle’s larvae were eating the roots of the sugar cane and stunting, if not killing, the plants.  The anticipated solution to this quickly escalating problem came in the form of the cane toad. After first hearing about the amphibians in 1933 at a conference in the Caribbean, growers successfully lobbied to have the cane toads imported to battle and hopefully destroy the beetles and save the crops.…  The plan backfired completely and absolutely. As it turns out, cane toads do not jump very high, only about two feet actually, so they did not eat the beetles that for the most part lived in the upper stalks of cane plants. Instead of going after the beetles, as the growers had planned, the cane toads began going after everything else in sight — insects, bird’s eggs and even native frogs. And because the toads are poisonous, they began to kill would-be predators. The toll on native species has been immense….”
                                               Source: Tina Butler, mongabay.com, April 17, 2005
2.  State one reason why the cane toads were imported to Australia.
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
3.  Identify one adaptation of cane toads that made them successful in their new

environment.
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
4.  State one specific example of how the introduction of the cane toads threatened

biodiversity in Australia.
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
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