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	Vocabulary
	Define the following words that were included in today’s lesson:

biotic-
examples of things that are “biotic” on school grounds-
abiotic-
examples of things that are “abiotic” on school grounds -



	Writing for Credit

	Why is it important for an ecosystem to have abiotic factors, rather than just biotic factors?


	Connections to  Learning
	What prior knowledge made today’s lesson more meaningful?  What did you know already? (“Free write” in this area.)



	Summary
	Summarize today’s lesson:  What occurred?  What did you learn?



	Practice
	What do you still need to study/practice/reinforce? (You MUST write something here.)




Practice and Application Questions
	
	Base your answers to questions 1 through 4 on the information below and on your

knowledge of biology.

“In recent years, the striped bass population in Chesapeake Bay has been decreasing. This is due, in part, to events known as “fish kills,” a large die-off of fish. Fish kills occur when oxygen-consuming processes in the aquatic ecosystem require more oxygen than the plants in the ecosystem produce, thereby reducing the amount of dissolved oxygen available to the fish.

One proposed explanation for the increased fish kills in recent years is that human activities have increased the amount of sediment suspended in the water of Chesapeake Bay, largely due to increased erosion into its tributary streams. The sediment acts as a filter for sunlight, which causes a decrease in the intensity of the sunlight that reaches the aquatic plants in the Chesapeake Bay ecosystem.

1. Identify one abiotic factor in the Chesapeake Bay ecosystem involved in the fish

kills. [1]

___________________________________

2. Identify the process carried out by organisms that uses oxygen and contributes to the fish kills. [1]

___________________________________

3. State one way humans have contributed to the decrease of the striped bass population in Chesapeake Bay. [1]

__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
4. State how a decrease in the amount of light may be responsible for fish kills in the Chesapeake Bay area. [1]

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________
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