 COURSE GUIDE

8th Grade Social Studies

Mr. Reid

TEXT: Discovering Our Past: History of the United States and New York II (McGraw-Hill) – This is an online textbook. There is a link on the school’s main webpage under “For Students” to the textbook log-in ( https://connected.mcgraw-hill.com/connected/login.do ) as well as on my website: www.southlewis.org/areid.   
OBJECTIVE: As a result of this course of study, you should gain a better understanding of the political, geographical, economic, and social trends in the human experience of people in the United States, especially in New York. 

CONTENT: The 8th Grade curriculum is part of a two-year curriculum, covering U.S. history since the Civil War. The 8th grade curriculum is as follows:

· UNIT 7 – An Industrial Society

· UNIT 8 – The United States as an Independent Nation in an increasingly interdependent world

· UNIT 9 – The United States Between the Wars
· UNIT 10 – The United States Assumes Worldwide Responsibilities
· UNIT 11 – The Changing Nature of the American People from World War II to the Present 

(for specific 8th Grade Social Studies content and curriculum, go to <http://www.emsc.nysed.gov/ciai/pub/pubss.html>)

REQUIRED DAILY MATERIALS:

1. A 3-ring binder - this notebook will be used in class and added to each day. It will be kept in class except for a few times when it will be necessary to take it home. You may bring in your own to be used in the classroom or one will be provided for you.

2. Writing utensil – all work must be done neatly in either pencil or black or dark blue ink.

3. Laptop – your school issued laptop should be brought to every class.
THINGS THAT REALLY IRRITATE MR. REID (and suggestions how not to):

· Getting out of your seat without permission (this includes at the end of class – class is over when you are dismissed);

· Asking to go to the bathroom at the beginning of class or during teaching time (ask to go during time you are given to work in class);

· Begging for something to write with (borrow one from a friend or get one from the office);

· Talking when someone else is talking (this includes other learners – raise your hand and wait to be acknowledged);

· Calling out answers, comments, or questions without an invitation (I want to hear everything you have to say or ask, but it must be done decently and in order);

· Unexcused tardiness (be here on time, ready to learn, with materials out when class begins). Being absent or tardy without a pass means you need to come in during Activity Period to earn your point back.
GRADING & DISCIPLINE

GRADING: 

	Grade Weighting:

	Essays and Projects………………. ....................50%

Quizzes (includes all quiz grades) ……….……..25%

Classwork (includes behavior) ….…...............…25%


DISCIPLINE PLAN: 

· Philosophy: We are here to learn. Behavior that does not help you or others to learn is not acceptable. The teacher decides what is acceptable for the learning environment. Obey first and ask questions later. Take responsibility for your actions. Make wise choices.

· Classwork: Classwork is an important part of your Social Studies education. This includes reading and writing assignments. Failure to complete classwork will result in having to stay that day for Activity Period to complete it. Your participation and preparedness each day earns a point towards your overall average.
(((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((
“I understand the objectives of this course, what I can expect from Mr. Reid, and what he expects 

from me. I will do my best to meet these objectives and expectations, and will seek help if needed.”


Student Name:___________________________________________ 

IN THE END: If you ever have any questions or concerns about my class or have a problem or need help with anything during the school year, please feel free to come talk to me or you can email me at: 

areid@southlewis.org
I am looking forward to a successful year and am glad to have you in my class!
